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Some tips on oral presentations

•Differences between written and spoken presentations

•Starting out

•Effective graphics

̶ Axes

̶ Font sizes and colours

̶ Pictures

•Word slides



A Paper
Loneragan et al. 1998



Papers and Oral presentations
Paper

•Needs to provide detail so that the study is repeatable

•Readers can take their time to understand a paper

Figures and Tables - ~12 graphics total, 5 Tables, 6 Figures)

• Introduction 10-15%

•Methods and Results are >50% of the paper

•Detailed Tables on sampling, statistical results,…

Oral presentation

•Time limited (1 slide per minute – 15 slides for 15 mins)

•Audience needs to understand quickly

•Presenter needs to make it easy for the audience

- Taking the audience on a journey of your research – a story



Oral presentation – what is the message?

•Focus on three to four key points for your audience

•The material in the presentation needs to be related to these points

•Need to know who the audience is - detail and language (terms)

•Need to tell the audience what you focus is and remind them of this

•Keep it Simple and clear – the KIS principle

̶ Not too much text on a slide

̶ Not too many words per point (5 to 8)

̶ Large san serif fonts (e.g. Calibri, not Times NR), clear Graphics, 
simple colour scheme

̶ no background image on your slides, except for Title, thank you 
slides

This is 14 font

This is 18 font

This is 24 font



A Paper
Loneragan et al. 1998

•Seagrass and algae are important 
to tiger prawns

• Importance varies with stage of 
the life-cycle

• Importance varies with the 
amount of seagrass/algae present



Building a picture

Key result slide from the paper

•Prawns sampled in different 
seagrass types

•Results presented for two types of 
postlarvae, and two species of 
juveniles

Audience needs to understand

•Seagrass communities

•Life cycle of prawns

•Understand the results easily



Words or a picture?
Prawn life-cycle

Stage Duration Habitat

Spawners 1 month Benthic

Egg 24 h Benthic

Larvae 30 d Water 
column

Postlarvae 7 d WC/Benth.

Juvenile 3-4 mo Benth.+

Subadult 2 mo Benth.+

Adult 6 – 20 mo Benthic
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Marine - offshoreCoastal - inshore



Word or picture? 
Seagrass communities



Word or Pictures?
Seagrass communities

Intertidal         Reef flat          Open Coast      Embayment
                                                    

Biomass: 50 g.m-2       >200 g.m-2



Building a picture
Seagrass and prawns
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Some tips on oral presentations

• Differences between written and spoken presentations
̶ Taking the audience on a journey

• Starting out
̶ Know you message
̶ Determine your message and stick to it

• Effective graphics
̶ Axes
̶ Font sizes and colours
̶ Pictures

• Word slides
̶ “pictures are worth 1000 words”
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